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ABSTKACT The poet Mohammad bin-Salih AI-Alawi (d.~:;~ "H/2:;:; "H)
was one of the obscure poets whose life experienced several social events
which were naturally reflected on his poetry

Al-Alawi was recognized only by a small number of the scholars and his
torians of his day. Most of his work that we know of was the product of a fif
teen years period during which he was giving homage to the Caliph AI
Mutawakil and some of the leading and notable figures of his time such as
[bra him bin-Almudabir (d. 279 H.), and Sa'd bin-Humaid, (d. 2:;0 H).

Al-Alawi's poetry was so effective that it played a vital role in soothing
and easing the pain of the poet's imprisonment. lt was so effective on the
Caliph, who, upon, hearing an eulogistic poem in which AI-Alawi praised
and esteemed him highly that the Caliph granted him full pardon. After his
release, the poet produced a number of eulogies commending the Caliph.

Still unknown, Al-Alawi's poetry was recognized only by specialists and
pertinent groups in the field. Thus, it is clear now that neither the scholars
nor the historians had taken the pains in exploring the poet's history of the
authentic artists resources for a fair study of his poetry.

This paper is an attempt to explore the poet's life focusing, in the mean
time, in particular on his canon of poetry, which is referred to in this study,
with the purpose of presenting an assessment and a reevaluation of his
poetry.

The previous studies used to pursue the script following different
methods as they sometimes applied the ditheism or the historical
background in analyzing the script, or some other times the examination of
the script, or some other times the examination of the script under study was
relying solely on the text with the intention of extracting new ideas which
may enrich the script itself. Such ideas may not be taken enthusiastically by
many readers but definitely, they could have the power of raising big ques-



tion marks as well as the possibility of paving the way for new scopes for the
serious scholars to tackle.

Finally. the paper examined the metrical rhythm and mat iris in each
script. Furthermore. such task did not investigate the rhyme and rhythm
only. hut it had also to examine the vocal syllabic differences as well as word
selection (WORDING). Also. neither the poetic license and its effect on
the script. nor the choice of the rhyming letter (RAWIYY) were disre
garded in this study.




